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THE EVACUATION OF CHARLESTON BY THE 
BRITISH IN 1782. 

By Joseph W. Barnwell. 

In his Political History of the United States' Pro- 
fessor Go'ldwin Smith, in describing the treatment of 
the Tories, or Royalists, at the close of the Revolution- 
ary War by the successful party in the different States 
of the American Ujnion, uses these words with regard 
to the evacuation of Charleston on December 14th, 
1782: 

"Upon the evacuation of Charleston, as a Brit- 
ish officer who was upon the spot stated, the loyal- 
ists were imprisoned, whipped, tarred and feather- 
ed, dragged through horse ponds, and carried about 
the town with 'Tory' on their breasts. All of them 
were turned out of their houses and plundered, 
twenty-four of them were hanged upon a gallows 
facing the quay in sight of the British fleet with 
the army and refugees on board. Such was the 
statement of a British officer who was upon the 
spot and an eye-witness to the whole." 
Although it does not require very careful reading 
of Mr. Smith's interesting work to discover that the 
Colony and State of South Carolina and the City of 
'The United States. An Outline of Political History, p. 111. 
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Charleston find little favor in his sight, yet so entire- 
ly is this particular charge at variance with the ac- 
counts of the evacuation given in American histories 
and memoirs of the time, which describe the evacu- 
ation as having taken place in the best of order, that 
it was quite certain that the statement would not have 
been made except upon what Mr. Smith considered 
good authority. The writer of this article accordingly 
wrote to him, and wasi courteously referred by his sec- 
retary to the History of New York by Thomas Jones^ 
The account given by Judge Jones is as follows : 

"In the Summer of 1782 the new Ministry, un- 
der a pretense of reconciliation with the American 
rebels, ordered Charleston, the capital of South 
Carolina, and Savannah, the capital of Georgia, to 
be evacuated, the troops withdrawn, the stores re- 
moved, and possession delivered to rebellion. 
These two garrisons contained thousands of the 
native inhabitants, many of whom had been in 
arms, or rendered other essential services to the 
Crown, in the course of the war. Numbers of them 
had fled from their estates in the country, and put 
themselves under the protection of the army, to 
avoid the persecution of the rebels ; many in con- 
sequence of royal proclamations offering them par- 
don and protection. These garrisons were, not- 
withstanding, to be evacuated without a single 
term, a stipulation, or a condition, in favour of the 
inhabitants. No provision was made for such as 
had borne arms, or served in offices and were 
therefore obliged to leave with the army. The 
commanders of the twO' garrisons did every thing 
within their power, to make matters as easy as 
possible to those poor unfortunate people, whom 

'History of New York during the Revolutionary war and of the 
leading events in the other Colonies at that period. By Thomas 
Jones, 1879, p. 234. 
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the Ministry were abandoning and leaving at the 
mercy of their enemies, for no other crime than 
steady loyalty to their soverign, and a warm at- 
tachment to the constitution of Britain. To pro- 
vide in some measure for these poor wretches, the 
commanders of the garrisons (though contrary to 
their orders) protracted the evacuations as long 
as they possibly could, without offending the 
Ministry. Transports were procured, and several 
hundreds with their personal property went to St. 
Augustine, in Florida, the Governor of which 
granted each family a tract of land, upon which 
they sat down and began the world anew. Num- 
bers went to the Bahama Islands, others to the 
Summer Islands, to Jamaica, to Nova Scotia, to 
New Foundland, and to Canada. But such a num- 
ber was still left behind, that properly to describe 
their situation upon the evacuation is scarcely 
possible. There were old gray-headed men and 
women, husbands and wives with large families 
of little children, women with infants at their 
breasts, poor widows whose husbands had lost 
their lives in the service of their King and coun- 
try, with half a dozen half-starved bantlings tug- 
ging at their skirts taking leave of their friends. 
Here you saw people who had lived all their days in 
affluence (though not in luxury) leaving their real 
estates, their houses, stores, ships, and improve- 
ments, and hurrying on board the transports with 
what little household goods they had been able 
to save. In every street were to be seen men, 
women, and children wringing their hands, lament- 
ing the situation of those about leaving the coun- 
try, and the more dreadful situation of such who 
were either unable to leave, or were determined, 
rather than to run the risk of starving in distant 
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lands to throw themselves upon, and trust to, the 
mercy of their persecutors, their inveterate ene- 
mies, the rebels of America. Their fears and ap- 
prehensions v\fere soon realized. No sooner had 
the evacuation taken place at Charleston than the 
rebels, like so many furies, or rather devils, entered 
the town, and a scene ensued, the very repetition 
of which is shocking to the ears of humanity. The 
loyalists were seized, hove into dungeons, prisons^ 
and prevosts, some were tied up and whipped, 
others were tarred and feathered; some were 
dragged to the horse ponds and drenched till near 
dead, others were carried about the town in carts 
with labels upon their breasts and backs with the 
word 'Tory' in capitals, written thereon. All the 
Loyalists were turned out of their houses and 
obliged to sleep in the streets and fields, their cov- 
ering the canopy of heaven. A universal plunder of 
the friends of government took place, and to com- 
plete the scene, a gallows was erected upon the 
quay facing the harbour, and twenty-four reputable 
Loyalists hanged in sight of the British fleet with the 
army and refugees on board. This account of the 
evacuation of Charleston I had from a British officer 
who was upon the spot, ashore at the time, and an 
eye-witness to the whole. No doubt the Loyalists 
upon the evacuation of Savannah shared the same 
fate with their brethren in South Carolina." 
Judge Jones was a stanch Loyalist, who had been one oi 
the Judges of the Supreme Court o-f the Province of New 
York. He was not in America from 1781 tO' the end of the 
Revolutionary War in 1783, and was prevented from re- 
turning to America through the passage of an "Act of At- 
tainder" by the Legislature of New York, by which the 
lives of himiself and others were forfeited, and their estates 
confiscated. Though a man of high character, his state- 
ments, when not derived from his personal knowledge, 
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are often colored by his bitter feelings. Of such char- 
acter is the expression of his opinion in the above 
extract from his book that the scenes attending the 
evacuation of Savannah were the same as the horri- 
ble inhumanities he says that he heard described by a 
British officer, whom he does not name, and who was 
ashore upon some unmentioned business at the time of 
the evacuation of Charleston. He died in 1792, in Eng- 
land, and his book was probably written between 1783 
and 1788, though not published by the Historical So- 
ciety of New York until nearly a century afterwards. 

Be that as it may, his charge has now been repeated 
by Mr. Goldwin Smith, and on his authority has found 
its way into other English publications. 

Under these circumstances, it may be of interest to 
the readers of this magazine to know what the con- 
temporary accounts of the evacuation really are. Con- 
siderable pains have been taken to find out the facts, 
and so far as known all of them are published here,' with 
such comment only as is necessary to explain them, 
and to show the situation of affairs at the time when 
they were written. 

From June 28th, 1776, when the attack by the 
British Fleet upon the fort on Sullivan's Island, af- 
terwards called Fort Moultrie, was repulsed, until the 
unsuccessful attack on Port Royal Island in January, 

^Personal search has been made by the writer in the Library of 
Congress and among the files of newspapers in the Charleston Library. 
The newspaper files in the Historical Society of New York have been 
examined by the Secretary and Treasurer of the Historical Society of 
South Carolina, Miss Mabel L. Webber, and the English Magazines of 
the day by Mr. D. E. H. Smith. Hon. Whitelaw Reid, American 
Ambassador in England, kindly enquired through his Military and 
Naval attaches of the English War and Navy Departments as to any 
reports of the officers in charge of the evacuation, or any other records 
to be found there bearing on the subject, and Messrs. B. F. Stevens & 
Brown, the well-known London firm, examined not only their valuable 
index of papers concerning America found in the English records, 
but also the files of papers in the British Museum for contemporary 
accounts. No private letters from Charleston seem to have survived 
the lapse of time, and the destruction of papers caused by the Con- 
federate War. 
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1779, South Carolina was free from invasion. This 
exemption, however, was not to continue long. On 
April 28th, 1799, Gen. Prevost crossed the Savan- 
nah River on his expedition against Charleston, which 
failed of success only because of the approach of Gen. 
Lincoln's army from the Northward. In the au- 
tumn of the same year took place the unsuccessful at- 
tack upon Savannah, under D'Estaing and Lincoln, 
and on May 12th, 1780, Charleston was surrendered 
to Sir Henry Clinton and Admiral Arbuthnot. 

The total defeat of Gates at Camden on August i6th, 

1780, and of Sumter two days later, seemed for a time 
to put an end to all hope of saving the State from per- 
manent conquest. 

From the surrender of Charleston until the meet- 
ing of the Legislature of the State at Jacksonborough 
on January i8th, 1782, civil government, except- as 
represented by Governor Rutledge and his Council, 
had ceased to exist. For much of that time the war 
carried on was what is now called a Guerrilla war, 
and atrocities were committed on both sides, which 
would not, in these days, be considered consistent 
with civilized warfare. To this character of war Gen- 
eral Greene was bitterly opposed, and from the day 
of his arrival in South Carolina until the end of the 
war, his effort was to have it conducted with such hu- 
manity as war permits. The surrender of Cornwallis 
on October 19th, 1781, practically ended the war. Its 
result was the downfall of Lord North's ministry, and 
the coming into power of a Whig ministry in England, 
which was bent upon making peace. Nevertheless, 
peace was not provisionally signed until November 
13th, 1782, and this was not known in America until 
several weeks afterwards. In the meantime there had 
been no actual cessation of hostilities in America, 
though the British forces were gradually being with- 
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drawn. The evacuation of Savannah took place the nth 
of July, 1782, five months before that of Charleston, the 
Commander of the American troops on that occasion being 
General Anthony Wayne, of the Continental army, who 
afterwards was in immediate command of the troops at the 
evacuation of Charleston. 

American historians have certainly not been com- 
plimentary to the British and Loyalists present at the 
evacuation of Savannah, as the following account will 
show' : 

"Many of the most notorious Loyalists in the 
State, whose hands and hearts had been stained 
with fraternal blood, who' had instigated and wit- 
nessed . the cruelties o-f their savage allies, were 
gathered there, and in their anxiety to secure 
themselvesi, they laid hands on everything that 
they could possibly command. All movable prop- 
erty that could be secured was taken away; and five 
thousand negroes, from three-fourths to seven-eighths 
of all in Georgia, and many of them plundered 
from their republican owners, were carried off 
in the general embarkation. The State was drained 
O'f everything that the enemy could avail them- 
selves of, and was left in a crippled and dismantled 
condition." 
As the time for the evacuation of Charleston ap- 
proached, the British merchants, who had corne to the city 
during the British occupation, obtained leave from General 
Leslie, who commanded the British troops then in 
possession oi the city, to make an agreement with Gov- 
ernor John Mathews, the Governor of South Carolina, 
elected by the Jacksonboro Assembly on the resignation of 
Governor Rutledge, permitting them tO' remain in Charles- 
ton for eighteen months after the evacuation for the pur- 

'Stevens' History of Georgia, Vol. II, p. 289. 
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pose of collecting the debts due them, and of disposing of 
their stores and goods'. 

Ani agreement was also entered intoi between repre- 
sentatives of General Leslie and the Governor to prevent 
the carrying away of slaves belonging to American citizens, 
but this agreement was subsequently abandoned. Gen- 
eral Greene, who was in chief command of the American 
forcesi during the evacuation, has been impliedly cen- 
sured by some American writers for not permitting the 
presence of State troops, and officers of the militia during 
the evacuation. Judge James (Life of Marion, page 
1/6) says that the exclusion was the act of the civil 
government, and that General Greene wrote a letter dis- 
approving of it. In view, however, of the charges which 
have been made against the American authorities at the 
time of the evacuation, it certainly is fortunate that the 
soldiers and officers present should not have been those who 
were animated with private feelings of revenge. 

The following letter from General Greene may be said 
to be the first account in order of time written concerning 
the evacuation" : 

Head Quarters, South Carolina, 
December 19th, 1782. 
Sir: 

I have the honor to communicate to your Excel- 
lency the agreeable information of the evacuation of 
Charles Town, and beg leave to congratulate you 
upon the event. 

The Enemy completed their embarkation on the 
14th, and the same day fell down into rebellion 
road, and on the seventeenth crossed the Bar and 
went to Sea. It is said the Hessian Troops are bound 
for New York, and the British for the West India 
Islands. 

"This time was extended by the Legislature at its meeting in 
March, 1783. 

"Library of Congress, C, C, 155, V. 2, p. 603. 
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General Wayne with the Legion and Light In- 
fantry, (as General Gist was absent, and too un- 
well to continue his command) had been before 
the Enemy's Works for several days previous to 
the evacuation. Genl. Leslie bj^ his Adjutant Gen- 
eral hinted to General Wayne through Mr. Mor- 
rice Simmons, one of the Citizens of Charles 
Town, his apprehensions that an attack from us 
might lay the Town in Ashes, and that if they 
were permitted to embark without interruption, 
every care should be taken for its preservation. 

Knowing* the impossibility of doing the Enemy 
any material injury on their embarkation in a for- 
tified Town, and under cover of their shipping; 
and being well informed that some attempts had 
been made by some of the Refugee followers of 
the British Army, to fire the place, I directed the 
General to make the safety of the Town the first 
object; and that if a treaty was necessary for this 
purpose to enter intO' one rather than expose the 
place, for the little advantage which might be ob- 
tained over the rear Guard. The General accord- 
ingly from the intimation of the Adjutant Gen- 
eral, very judiciously agreed to let them embark 
without molestation, they agreeing not to fire upon 
the Town after getting on board. 

The conditions being understood by both par- 
ties, the Town was evacuated and possessed with- 
out the least confusion, our advance following 
close upon their rear. The Governor was con- 
ducted into his Capital the same day, the civil po- 
lice established the day following, and the day af- 
ter the Town opened for business. 

This important event gives us compleat posses- 
sion of all the Southern States ; and what adds 
to its consequence, I had the happiness to nego- 
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ciate a few weeks ago a general Exchange of all 
the Civil and Militia Officers, as well as privates 
of every denomination under military paroles, be- 
longing to the Southern department. 

The people are once more free, and I hope 
will manifest their gratitude by a vigorous exer- 
tion in support of the common cause. The strug- 
gle and conflict has been long and severe; but 
when it is considered that the Enemy had up- 
wards of 18,000 regular Troops, besides several 
thousand Militia and Negroes employed for the re- 
duction of the Southern States, I hope it will be 
found that the progress of the Southern Army has 
been no less honorable than important; and that it 
will merit the approbation of Congress through 
every stage of its operations. 

I should be wanting in gratitude to the Army, 
was I to omit expressing my warmest acknowledg- 
ments for the zeal and activity with which they 
attempted and persevered in every enterprise, and 
for the patience and dignity with which they bore 
their sufferings. Perhaps no Army ever exhibited 
greater proofs of patriotism and public virtue. 
It has been my constant care to alleviate their 
distresses as much as possible, but my endeavors 
have been far short of my wishes, or their merit. 

The Secretary of War, and Major Burnet, one 
of my Aids, who will have the honor of delivering 
this dispatch, will communicate to your Excellen- 
cy such farther particulars as you may wish to know 
of the force and situation of the Army under my 
command. 

I have the honor to be with the most perfect re- 
spect Your Excellency's most obed\ and mo. 
hble serv*. Nath Greene. 

His Excer. 

The Presid*. of Congress. 
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General Greene, it is true, always declared that he 
never interfered with the civil authorities, but as his 
letter is dated the 19th of December, two days after 
the fleet had departed, he must have known of the 
hanging of "twenty-four reputable Loyalists," if hanged 
they were. The tone of his letter certainly indi- 
cates no knowledge of such fact. Neither does it seem 
probable that he would have stood by and allowed out- 
rages of the kind to take place "in sight of the British 
Fleet." 

The next publication is taken from the South Caro- 
lina Weekly Gazette, published in Charleston, May 31st, 

1783-' 

"LONDON, 

"A true copy of a letter from a British officer on 
board one of the transports lying in the Harbour of 
Chadestoivn, the day after that important garrison was 
evacuated. Though in the hurry and confusion of 
writing, the date is omitted, it is nevertheless a genuine 
letter verbatim. 

"I take up my pen, my dear friend, in the midst 
of noise and confusion, just to give you a short 
account of the redelivery of this town to the 
Americans. Yesterday morning closed the mel- 
ancholy scene. 

The evacuation and repossession of Charles- 
town, rendered supremely melancholy on account 
of the unhappy loyalists, has been in other re- 
spects the most liberal of any transaction that has 
taken place since the commencement of the war. 
It was evacuated and entered by treaty — signals 
were agreed upon and adhered to — of course, every- 

'From September 28th, 1782, to February ISth, 1783, unfortunately 
no newspaper was published in Charleston. The Royal Gazette sus- 
pended publication on the first mentioned date, or at least no numbers 
can be found in the Charleston Library after then, and the South 
Carolina Weekly Gazette was not begun until the latter date. 
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thing was conducted with the utmost decency 
and decorum. The embarkation lasted two days. 
I did not quit the town till the American horse 
made their appearance below the State house. I 
then thought it high time to decamp. 

The inhabitants and merchants who thought 
proper to remain in town were directed to keep 
within their houses; all stores and warehouses 
were shut up. The streets formerly crouded and 
chearful to the view, now presented one mournful 
scene of the most complicated wretchedness. 
The poor, unhappy loyalists whom the British 
government, not many months before, had most 
solemnly pledged its faith to protect in their per- 
sons and properties, were now to be left victims 
to their merciless enemies, or to be sent on board 
vessels for the West Indies, to encounter, with their 
distressed families, every misfortune, and to suffer 
every species of indigence and want in a strange 
land. Many, indeed, remained in the town, prefer- 
ring the risk of immediate death to the cruel uncer- 
tainty of adhering any longer to a government, 
whose perfidy and treachery stands unparalleled 
in the annals of history. But by far the greater 
number, whose activity in the cause of their King 
and the British constitution, left no hopes for 
mercy, embarked. As these past the windows of 
their friends and acquaintances, in their way to 
the places of embarkation, they silently, with grief 
unutterable, bowed their last farewell. This mel- 
ancholy salute was returned with feelings that 
could only be expressed by tears and sobs. A 
gloomy despair sat on every countenance, and all 
was wretchedness and woe. The scene was too 
affecting for description, too great for human feel- 
ings. Even the most obdurate and unprincipled of 



EVACUATION OF CHARLESTON BY THE BRITISH 1 3 

your patriots, had he been present at this awful 
view, must have felt some remorse for the part he 
has acted, and lamented the falsities he has palmed 
on parliament as facts, and which have brought 
the most complicated ruin and misery on thou- 
sands and thousands, whose only crime has been 
loyalty to the King, and affection for their Parent 
Country. 

Throughout the whole of this transaction, tho' 
the most melancholy one I ever beheld, it must 
be observed to the honour of the officer who com- 
manded, that the whole has been conducted with 
the utmost attention and humanity, as far as it 
rested with him. Certain places were appointed 
for embarkation. Centinels were fixed to prevent 
plunder being taken off by the soldiers and sea- 
men. The vessels were all searched and whatever 
plunder was found, was returned to the inhabitants 
of the town from whom it was taken." 
This letter is apparently genuine, and there is not a 
line in it showing maltreatment of the loyalists, much 
less the hanging of twenty-four of them, or any number 
of them whether "reputable" or not, in sight of the 
fleet. 

The next account is also from a British source. Riv- 
ington's Gazette was a loyalist paper, published in New 
York'. 

"EVACUATION OF CHARLESTOWN. 

"The Honourable Lieutenant General Leslie, 
commander-in-chief of Charlestown, with his 
Suite, arrived here on Thursday in perfect health. 

On Thursday arrived. the ship Dutchess of Gor- 
don, Captain Holmes, in i'5 days from Charles- 
town, (South Carolina). She sailed from thence 

'The Royal Gazette, New York, January 4, 1783. New York His- 
torical Society. 
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on the 19th ult. with a fleet, consisting of about 
70 sail, 50 of which were bound for this port, 
having on board the Foreign and provincial troops 
under convoy of his Majesty's ships, Assurance, 
Charlestown and Hound; the remainder, consist- 
ing of about 20 sail^ parted with them off Charles- 
town Bar on the i8th bound for England. On the 
17th a fleet of upwards of 50 sail, with the British 
troops, and the principal part of the inhabitants of 
Charlestown, sailed from thence for Jamaica. 

Immediately on the embarkation of the King's 
troops, at Charles Town, the Rebel General Wayne, 
with about 5,000 Continental soldiers, took pos- 
session of the town, leaving a body of Cavalry to 
guard the passes, with strict orders not to molest 
any person going to the shipping. The rebels 
were so extremely polite, after the embarkation 
of the garrison, as not to hoist the rebel standard 
for three days, while the English fleet lay in the 
Bay. 

We are happy to inform the public that 4 more 
sail of the above mentioned fleet anchored with- 
in the Hook on Thursday afternoon, and the re- 
mainder with the convoy were then in sight. 

By the fleet from Charles-Town, we learn the 
following particulars : That the enemy had made 
an attempt and nearly effected the design, to cut 
off the necessary supply of fresh water from the 
shipping, which must have caused great delay 
but that a detachment, sent out by General Les- 
lie, forced them to abandon the enterprize, that 
they refused, to the last, any supplies of fresh 
provisions to be sent into the town, by which 
means much specie was brought hither, which 
otherwise would have remained in that province. 

A short time previous to the abandoning the 
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town, flags were reciprocally received on neutral 
ground, for disposing of the merchandise, horses, 
etc., to the enemy which they readily purchased 
of the garrison. 

The military stores, troops, etc., being prepared 
for embarkation, the evacuation was effected with 
the greatest regularity, and without the least in- 
terruption from the enemy. 

We learn further, that when General Wayne 
took possession of Charles-Town, he ordered the 
houses that were shut up to be opened, treated the 
inhabitants with civility, and permitted them to 
carry on business as usual. That flags from the 
enemy had been received on board after the evacu- 
ation, that the treaty between the Governor and 
merchants had hitherto been inviolably held." 
It is, of course, possible that the scenes said to have 
been witnessed by the British officer may have occur- 
red without the knowledge of the persons on the ships 
at the time when they left Charleston and reached 
New York, yet this does not seem to be probable. 

Among the passengers on the fleet which left Charles- 
ton for England was Lieut. Gov. William Bull, the sec- 
ond of the name, who was a consistent loyalist dur- 
ing the whole war, though he never forgot the af- 
fectionate esteem in which he was held by all parties 
during the struggle. The following is an extract from 
his letter to the Secretary of State, dated January 19th, 
1783, from Torbay on the arrival of the fleet from 
Charleston'. 

"The rebel cavalry were at hand and came to 
the town that morning but General Leslie sent 
to them to forbid them approaching the water 
side of the town, until his troops were totally 
gone. A few straggling sailors had remained in 

'This extract was obtained by Messrs. B. F. Stevens and Brown. 
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town, who were kindly treated by the American 
Cavalry and permitted to return to their ships. 

3|C ^ ^ f^ ^ y^ -1^ 

(On the fleet, which consisted of 25 sail, were) 
* * the Crown officers, also many gentlemen 
and merchants who were in such a predicament 
in regard to their lives and property by the Laws 
and Declarations of the State of Carolina, that 
they dared not remain, besides many poor refugee 
loyalists who are destitute of every resource and 
even hope of gaining maintenance. The total 
number of those unhappy men and their families, 
white and black, who have evacuated this province 
into other countries, amounts at least to 9,000." 
The next publication is from the Gentleman's Maga- 
zine, the well-known English publication of the day" 

Charlestown, Dec. 17. 
"The vulture sloop with a fleet of upwards of 
fifty transports having the British troops and the 
principal part of the inhabitants on board sailed 
from thence for Jamaica. On the 19th a fleet con- 
sisting of about 70 transports, 50 of which were 
bound for New York, having on board the foreign 
and provincial troops, sailed under convoy of his 
majesty's ships Assurance, Charlestown, and Hound; 
the remaining 20 parted with them off Charles- 
town bar on the i8th bound for England. Imme- 
diately on the embarkation of the King's troops. 
Gen. Wayne with about 5,000 continental soldiers 
took possession of the town, and was so extremely 
polite as not to hoist the American Standard while 
the English fleet lay in the bay." 
This closes what we may call the contemporary ac- 
counts, that is to say, accounts written or purporting 
to be written immediately af ter the evacuation. The 
"Gentleman's Magazine, January, 1783, page 169. 
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next allusion to the subject is from the Sotith Carolina 
Gazette and General Advertisers^ 

Charles-Town, Saturday, June 21, 
"The people of England are hereby informed, 
that the paragraph in the Morning Herald of the 
15th of April, of 'Gov. Mathews having grossly 
violated the public faith, by hanging up several 
of those betrayed, deluded, wretched people, who 
were promised protection, and remained in the 
province of South-Carolina, in consequence of the 
convention; and that he had sent no less than 
130 others to close confinement, in a common jail. — 
is altogether untrue — 'tis an impudent lie." 
Before commenting upon this denial it will be bet- 
ter to give the extract from the M'orning Herald re- 
ferred to. It is as follows": 

"WEST-INDIA INTELLIGENCE. 

"Notwithstanding the convention entered into 
by Gen. Leslie, and the American Governor 
Mathewes, of South Carolina, in which the King's 
adherents, who remain in that province, are 
promised protection, until they can dispose of their 
property, and find conveyances to carry them 
from the continent, it appears by letter from 
Georgia, dated the beginning of last month, which 
came here through the channel of S'. Thomas's, 
that M'. Mlathewes has grossly violated the public 
faith, by hanging up several of those betrayed, de- 
luded, wretched people, and that he had sent no 
less than 130 others to close confinement in a com- 
mon jail." 
It will be seen that the "twenty-four reputable Loyalists" 

"Saturday, June 21st, 1783. Charleston Library Society. 

'^The Morning Herald and Daily Advertiser, Tuesday, April IS, 
1783 — copy obtained by B. F. Stevens & Brown, from file in British 
Museum. 
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of Judge Jones have shrunk to "several,' but it shows 
that rumors at least of the "hanging up" of loyalists had 
been spread some time after the evacuation, M^hether 
derived from the same British officer or not. The 
denial given in Charleston is certainly emphatic. It 
may, of course, be said that it referred only to the 
charge against Governor Mathews. In these days the 
denial would probably have been accompanied by a 
letter from Governor Mathews, whose term had then 
expired, and there would probably have been a full de- 
scription of what really occurred, but all news in those 
days was printed in the fewest words possible, and 
"space" was too valuable to allow for extended com- 
ment. Search has been made in the Morning Herald 
for several months after the denial in the Chareston 
paper for any mention of the denial, or re-assertion of 
the charge, but none has been found. 

The next publication in order of time is from Ram- 
say's Revolution in South Carolina". 

"The evacuation though officially announced by 
General Leslie on the seventh of August, as a 
measure soon to be adopted, did not take place 'till 
the fourteenth of December, 1782. On that and 
the succeeding days the British went on board 
their shipping, and the town was entered by Gov- 
ernor Mathews, and the American army, without any 
confusion or disorder. Those who remained in 
Charleston felt themselves happy in being delivered 
from the severities O'f a garrison life. The exiled citi- 
zens experienced sensations more easily conceived than 
e*xpressed, on returning to their houises and estates." 
Dr. Ramsay was born in Pennsylvania, but had re- 
moved in early life to Charleston, and was an ardent 
patriot throughout the war. He was one of the citi- 
zens who was imprisoned at St. Augustine for their 

"Ramsay's History of the Revolution in South Carolina, Vol. II, 
p. 384. 
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loyalty to America, but had been exchanged and was a 
member of the Jacksonborough Assembly. While there he 
voted against the acts confiscating the property of 
Tories, and he was not, as is known, vindictive in his 
nature. His book was published in 1785 and was, of 
course, written earlier than that date. He was not 
present at the evacuation, but must have heard of the 
hanging, if it did take place, and would scarcely have 
used the expressions found in his history written about two 
years afterwards, had he known of its occurrence. 

The account containing most particulars is that of 
General WilHam Moultrie, and it is published here in 
fuir. 

"EVACUATION. 

"On Saturday, the fourteenth day of December, 
1782, the British troops evacuated Charlestown, af- 
ter having possession two years, seven months, 
and two days. 

The evacuation took place in the following man- 
ner: Brigadier General Wayne was ordered to 
cross Ashley River,* with (three hundred light 
infantry, eighty of Lee's cavalry, and twenty ar- 
tillery, with two six pounders, to move down to- 
wards the British lines, which was near Colonel 
Shubrick's, and consisted of three redoubts. Gen- 
eral Leslie, who commanded in town, sent a mes- 
sage to General Wayne, informing him that he 
would next day leave the town, and for the peace 
and security of the inhabitants, and of the town, 
would propose to leave their advanced works 
next day at the firing of the morning gun; at 
which time General Wayne should move on slow- 
ly, and take possession ; and from thence to follow 

"Moultrie's Memoirs of the American Revolution, Vol. 11, p. 358. 
*General Greene's army lay off the west side of Ashley River, 
above the ferry. 
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the british troops into town, keeping at a respect- 
ful distance (say about two hundred yards) and 
when the British troops, after passing through 
the town gates, should file off to Gadsden's wharf, 
General Wayne was to proceed into town, which 
was done with great order and regularity, except 
now and then the British called to General Wayne 
that he was too fast upon them, which occasioned 
him to halt a little. About ii o'clock, A. M. the 
American troops marched into town and took 
post at the state-house. 

At 3 o'clock, P. M. General Greene conducted 
governor Mathews, and the Council, with some 
others of the citizens into town; we marched in, 
in the following order: an advance of an officer and 
thirty of Lee's dragoons; then followed the gov- 
ernor and General Greene, the next two were Gen- 
eral Gist and myself, after us followed the council, 
citizens and officers, making altogether about fifty; 
one hundred and eighty cavalry brought up the 
rear ; we halted in Broad street, opposite where 
the South Carolina bank now stands, there we 
alighted, and the cavalry discharged to quarters : 
afterwards, every one went where they pleased; 
some in viewing the town, others in visiting their 
friends. It was a grand and pleasing sight to see 
the enemy's fleet (upwards of three hundred sail) 
laying at anchor from Fort Johnson to Five- 
fathom-hole, in a curve line, as the current runs, 
and what made it more agreeable, they were ready 
to depart from the port. The great joy that was 
felt on this day, by the citizens and soldiers, was 
inexpressible : the widows, the orphans, the aged 
men and others, who, from their particular situa- 
tions, were obliged io remain in Charlestown, 
many of whom had been cooped up in one room 
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of their own elegant houses for upwards of two 
years, whilst the other parts were occupied by the 
British ofificers, many of whom were a rude uncivil 
set of gentlemen; their situations, and the many 
mortifying circumstances occurred to them in that 
time, must have been truly distressing. I cannot 
forget that happy day when we marched into 
Charlestown with the American troops: it was a 
proud day to me, and I felt myself much elated, at 
seeing the balconies, the doors and windows 
crowded with the patriotic fair, and aged 
citizens and others, congratulating us on our return 
home, saying, 'God bless you, gentlemen! you are wel- 
come home, gentlemen!' Both citizens and soldiers 
shed mutual tears of joy. 

It was an ample reward for the triumphant sol- 
dier, after all the hazards and fatigues of war, 
which he had gone through, to be the instrument of 
releasing his friends and fellow citizens from cap- 
tivity, and restoring to them their liberties and 
possession of their city and country again. 

This fourteenth day of December, 1782, ought 

never to be forgotten by the Carolinians ; it ought 

to be a day of festivity with them, and it was the 

real day of their deliverance and independence." 

General Moultrie was, of course, present at the evacuation 

and although his account was not published until 1802, 

when he was already advanced in life, yet he was the 

very soul of honor, and noted for his huimanity, and 

consideration for all his fellow citizens. Whig or Tory. 

It seems incredible that he should have known of the 

hanging of loyalists and yet written the account here 

given. 

The next authority is from Major Alexander Gar- 
den's "Anecdotes," He was a memiber of Lee's legion, 
but it is not known whether he was present at the 
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evacuation. He certainly was here very soon after- 
wards. His truthfulness is acknowledged on all 
hands." 

"A considerable detachment of infantry that had 
crossed during the night at Ashley Ferry, under the 
command of Major James Hamilton, and a com- 
pany of artillery under Captain Singleton, joined at 
daylight, and the whole under the direction of Gen. 
Wayne, moved towards the British out-post at Shu- 
brick's f but, before any indication of hostility could 
be shown, a gentleman of respectability advanc- 
ing, proposed on the part of General Leslie, 'That 
no impediment should be offered to embarkation; 
in which case, he pledged himself that no injury 
should be done to the town. But, in the event 
of attack, he should use every means to insure 
security, and not be answerable for any conse- 
quences that might follow.' General Wayne gave 
a ready consent to the proposition, and immedi- 
ately withdrew his troops to Accabee — not to re- 
fresh them, for they were totally destitute of food — 
but to prepare themselves, to make as handsome 
an appearance as circumstances would admit of, 
on the following morning. On the 14th at day- 
break, a gun was fired to apprize the British of 
the approach of the American force, which 
now moved forward towards the city. Arrived 
at their lines, as the ramparts were mounted, the 
Yaugers were seen retiring about fifty yards in 
front ; and some of our officers, not in command, 
rode forward, and conversed with those of the 
army who were embarking. Orders had been is- 
sued by General Leslie, for the inhabitants to re- 
main in their houses, and so strictly obeyed that 

^"Anecdotes of the Revolutionary War in America, First Series, 
p._ 369. These anecdotes are "told vnih transparent fidelity," says 
Sir George Otto Trevelyan, American Revolution, part 1, p. 88. 

"Now "The Country Club," 
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the Main Guard-House had actually been taken 
possession of by Captain Rouvrey, of the Mary- 
land Uine, before it was known that our troops 
were in the city. It appeared, however, that the 
enemy were not without suspicion that they might 
receive a parting blow — for gallies in the Ashley 
and Cooper Rivers dropped down in a line with our 
troops, the whole length of the Neck; and in front 
of the Bay, as the cavalry moved in their view, 
the men of war and armed vessels were ranged, 
with lighted matches, and every preparation for 
action ; but not a shot was fired on either side, and 
the articles of convention strictly adhered to. 

In the evening Gen. Greene entered the 
town, and was received with respectful homage. 
Great rejoicing could not be expected, as the per- 
sons found in the garrison were chiefly British 
merchants, who remained with permission to dis- 
pose of their goods, or Americans who had sub- 
mitted, and who, though rejoiced at heart, might 
have considered it as indecorous to have shown 
external manifestation of it. The guard at night 
was committed to the Legion; and, in a very lit- 
tle time, every apartment was crowded with sol- 
diers and sailors, who had emerged from their 
hiding places, and surrendered themselves, or who 
were brought in by the patrols, being found at 
improper hours in the streets. On the following 
morning General Wayne called at an early hour 
at the Guard House, and handsomely said — 'I wish 
not to take advantage of circumstances. If there 
are any men among you who have inadvertently 
remained behind, and not with the intention to 
quit the British standard, let them speak; they 
shall not be regarded as prisoners, but be imme- 
diately conveyed on board the fleet.' Nineteen 
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sailors, stepping forward, declared, 'That they had 
only remained on shore to see the end of a frolic, 
and that they should be glad to profit by his gener- 
ous offer.' Lieutenant Middleton, with a proper 
compliment to General Leslie for the handsome 
manner in which he had prevented the town from 
being injured, embarked with a flag of truce, and 
delivered the men in his charge to Commodore 
Sweeney, who commanded the Naval department." 
The Legislature of South Carolina met at Charleston 
the 24th day O'f January, 1783. In his message to^ that 
body Go'vernor Mathews makes no' mention whatever of 
any disorder accompanying the evacuation. After calling 
attention to his ag'reement with the British merchants, he 
uses the following language with regard tO' persons remain- 
ing in Charleston without permission : 

"After my entrance into this town, I found a 
number of persons here, who had formerly been 
citizens of this State, but who had continued to 
reside under the British Government in Charles- 
town, until its Dissolution; whose cases it was 
thought adviseaWe by the Privy Council, to refer 
to the General Assembly. It is therefore left 
with you to decide on their future Destiny. 

There are also in this town, a number of per- 
sons, who are British Subjects, and who remained 
here after the evacuation without any condition 
on the part of this State. I have considered most 
of them as prisoners to the State, and have paroll- 
ed them accordingly, untill the meeting of the 
Legislature. It now remains with you to deter- 
mine on their several cases." " 
Again in June, 1783, the Court of Sessions for 
the trial of criminals met in Charleston. It was pre- 

"South Carolina Weekly Gasette, Feb. IS, 1783, Vol. No. 1. Charles- 
ton Library Society. 
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sided over by Judge ^danus Burke, an Irishman, who 
although a strong patriot and democrat during the 
whole war, was known for his humanity and hatred of 
violence of any kind committed without authority of 
law. In his charge to the Grand Jury, he says : 

"Our citizens from a habit of putting their ene- 
mies to death, have reconciled their minds to the 
killing of each other; and it is too true, I fear, that 
man by custom, may be so brutalized, as to relish 
human blood the more he has shed of it. Not 
to mention the many assassinations in the coun- 
try, no less than four men have been slain in 
CharlestO'wn since we regained it." 
The slayers of these four men were brought to trial be- 
fore him at that term. Had he known that tiventy-four 
men had been murdered only six months before within a 
few hundred yards of the Court House "after we regained 
possession O'f the city" would he have used the language 
quoted above ? 

In addition to the search that has been made for di- 
rect accounts of the evacuation, the petitions by loy- 
alists for compensation for the loss of property under 
the Act of Parliament giving compensation for losses 
m the American war have been examined. Any loy- 
alists who were hanged must have had heirs, and, if the vic- 
tims were reputable citizens, as stated by Judge Jones, 
though Mr. Smith does not so describe them, they probably 
had property which was seized or destroyed, but nO' state- 
ments with regard to personal outrages are found in any of 
the petitions filed either personally or by legal representa- 
tives. 

It is to be expected that at some future time still 
further contemporary accounts may be discovered, but 
enough has been published here to warrant the hope 
that Professor Smith, when he publishes the next edi- 
tion of his work, will omit this charge, or at least call 
"5'. C. Gazette and General Adikrtiser, June 10, 1783. 



26 so. CA. HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL MAGAZINE 

attention to the fact that it has been questioned on 
good authority. 

It may be of interest in this connection to know the 
numbers of persons, not counting the troops, who left 
Charleston on the fleet. The return has been pub- 
lished before. 



RETURN OF PEOPLE FROM SOUTH CARO- 
LINA, CHARLESTOWN, 
13th DECEMB'., 1782. 

From 
Whence To Whites. 

Embarked. What Place. Men. Women. Chil'd'n. Blacks. Total. 

/Jamaica 600 300 378 2,613 3,891 

East Florida . .630 306 337 1,653 2,926 

. 166 57 119 558 900 

Charlestown < England 137 74 63 50 324 

Halifax 163 133 121 53 470 

New York 100 40 50 50 240 

St. Lucia 20 ... ... 350 370 

1,816 910 1,068 5,327 9,121 

"Mass. Historical Society Miscellaneous Papers, 1769-1793. Vol. 
V, p. 139. 



